that the end would come in a few
weeks....”

As historian Russell Bellico
explains, Parkinson refers here to
Colonel John Brown's raid, when
Brown captured 150 boats at the
northern Lake George landing
including, according to Brown
himself, "50 bateaux above the
falls, 17-gun boats and an armed
sloopn.”

“The destruction of the
British gunboats and bateaux...
compromised Burgoyne's fragile
supply lines and negatively
impacted a potential route of
retreat through Lake George for
his army.” said Bellico.

John Brown was no stranger to
Fort Ticonderoga, having helped
Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold
to engineer the first capture of
Ticonderoga in 1775.



The raid on the fort on
September 18, 1777 began
with a pre-dawn attack on a
British outpost at the foot of
Lake George, which caught the
garrison that occupied the lands
surrounding the LaChute River
thoroughly by surprise.

Rushing down from Lake
(George, Brown’s men captured
330 British prisoners (including
twelve officers) and freed 118
American Prisoners of war, as
well as seizing the vessels.

At roughly the same time,
Russ Bellico notes, Captain
Ebenezer Allen and 40 Vermont
State Rangers climbed Mount
Defiance. overwhelmed a British
unit stationed there and began
firing cannon balls at the British.

After four days of fighting,
and upon the arrival of German
re-enforcements, the Americans
withdrew toward Lake George,
leaving the fort in British hands
but destroying supplies, livestock
and boats along the way.

At the foot of the lake, Brown
and his men boarded twenty boats,
three of which were armed, and
salled toward Diamond Island,
where Burgoyne had reportedly

stashed  supplies, baggage,
artillery and, the Americans
believed, gold.

After spending the night

at Sabbath Day Point, writes
Bellico, “The Americans rowed
‘as far as 12 Mile Island |perhaps
Dome Island],” landing in the
evening.”

The Battle of Diamond Island,

the only naval engagement on
Lake George during the War of
Independence, took place on
September 24.



According to Bellico, the
island was fortified with six
cannons and two gunboats and
guarded by two companies of

the 47th Regiment under Captain
Thomas Aubrey, along with 90
(German troops.

At nine o'clock on the
mormming of September 24, Brown
“advanced with 3 armed Boats
in front”™ and directed troops
in 17 bateaux “to wing to the
Right [west] and left [east] of
[Diamond] Island to attempt a
landing.”

Bellico continues, “Lemuel
Roberts. attached to the Vermont
Rangers, wrote that the armed
vessels were deployed ‘to cover
the landing of the party on one
side, while the bateaux were sent
round to attempt a landing... on
the other part of the island.”

“Forewarned by a sutler,
Captain Aubrey’s troops were
ready behind newly-constructed
breastworks. The  booming

cannons from the island batteries
dashed Brown’s hopes of victory.
With longer-range artillery, more
skilled gunners in a stationary
position, and the protection of
the breastworks, Aubrey’s forces
overwhelmed Brown’s little
navy in less than two hours. The
sloop, hit between ‘wind and
water,” had to be towed away and
with ‘one of the Gun Boats also
being Wounded and many other
Boats shattered to Pieces.” Brown
retreated,” writes Bellico.

In what 15 now Warner
Bay, Brown burned his boats,
sunk the cannon and with his
remaining forces, made his way
to Skenesborough, or what is
known today as Whitehall.

On Wednesday, August 6,
historian Bruce M. Venter will
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