Archaeologists Return to LG This Summer to Survey 18th Century Military Sites

By Anthony F. Hall

After an absence of several
years, archaeologists returned
to Lake George’s Fort George
last summer, led by Dr. Siobhan
Hart, chair of Skidmore College’s
Anthropology Department.

Hart and a team of students will
resume their work at Battlefield
Park this summer, expanding the
project to include other important
sites within Battlefield Park, the
Lake George Battlefield Park
Alliance announced on May 25.

This summer’s digs are co-
sponsored by the Alliance and
Skidmore College and will be
conducted with the guidance
of New York’s Department of
Environmental  Conservation,
which manages the state-owned

property.

According to John DiNuzzo,
the president of the Lake George
Battlefield Park Alliance, the
first modem archaeological digs
at Fort George were begun by
the late David Starbuck in 1998
and concluded 2016, four years
before his death.

“One of the challenges with
archacology, especially at a
site such as the Lake George
Battlefield Park, which was
acquired by New York State as
parkland in 1898 and which has
remained relatively undisturbed
since then, is to be as unobtrusive
as possible while, at the same
time, uncovering  valuable
information.  The  scientific
approach of David Starbuck and
now, Siobhan Hart, makes that
possible,” said DiNuzzo.
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and Ground Penetrating Radar,
a non-invasive survey technique
that uses  electromagnetic
pulses to identify variations and
anomalies in the subsurface,
Hart’s archaeological practices
are even less Intrusive than
Starbuck’s.

“My approach is, ‘Survey
more, dig less,”” said Hart
“While my approach is different
from David Starbuck’s, I'm
guided by his commitment to the
advancement of our knowledge
of this significant place and to
his ethic of stewardship and
preservation.”

Last year, Hart and her team
directed their research toward
two locations and two areas of
inquiry: at the northeastern edges
of Battlefield Park. the barracks,
kitchens and smallpox hospitals

of the Revolutionary War era;
and at the park’s southern-most
end, the combatants” lines at the
1755 Battle of Lake George.

“We spent half our time at the
Revolutionary War site collecting
Ground Penetrating Radar data
and mapping the area, and the
other half excavating a small
area.” said Hart. “We found
common artifacts of 18th century
material culture but no obvious
military items nor any direct
evidence that this area was used
to house smallpox patients.”

At what has been determined
to be a section of the battlefield
where Sir Willlam Johnson’s










