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Jay Mullen 

LAKE GEORGE — Creating the Lake George Battlefield Park Visitor 

Center was not a new concept. 

It had been advocated for and talked about for over 120 years. 
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In 1996, Dr. Russell Bellico, a historian who has authored three books 

about the military and nautical history of Lake George and Lake 

Champlain, took part in a panel discussion in Lake George. 

His topic to discuss was that there should be a visitor center in 

Battlefield Park. While Lake George has Fort William Henry and the 

park itself, Bellico noted that other military sites, such as Fort 

Ticonderoga, had attractions like a visitor center or museum 

highlighting their significance. 

“This was the most significant military site in the Lake Champlain and 

Lake George valley that was undeveloped in terms of historic exhibits,” 

Bellico said. “Almost everybody had a visitor center or museum.” 

The visitor center officially opened on May 15 and will have a dual 

purpose. 

It will serve as your typical visitor center for tourists, but it will also 

serve as a museum showcasing the importance of Battlefield Park 

through the years. 

Dr. Lyn Karig Hohmann, former president of the Lake George 

Battlefield Park Alliance, played an integral part in securing grant 

funding for the artifacts and panels in the exhibit, according to Bellico. 



 





 



DiNuzzo said the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance is anticipating 

more than 40 Continental Army soldiers from the Revolutionary War 

to be reinterred in the park as well. 

“I think that the reinternment will generate some sprucing up, let’s 

say, including smoothing out the walkways and building more,” 

DiNuzzo said. 

Bellico said that the book, “The Last of the Mohicans,” by James 

Fenimore Cooper brought a lot of fame to the Lake George area. 

In the 19th century, tourists came to Lake George and visited the 

remnants of Fort William Henry. They also came to Battlefield Park to 

see what remained of Fort George. 

Bellico said that back then, people had a “real idea” of American 

history. Today there is more competition in getting the attention of 

tourists. 

“Today we have to explain it more,” he said. “There’s much more 

competition with theme parks. You can go down to Disney World and 

places like that. For young people, things like the visitor center help 

people realize that something actually happened here. It’s not just a 

picnic place.” 



 

Jay Mullen is a reporter for The Post-Star covering the city of Glens 

Falls, Warren County and crime and courts. You can reach him at 518-

742-3224 or jmullen@poststar.com. 

Hours of operation 

The Lake George Battlefield Park Visitor Center is currently open three days of the week. John 

DiNuzzo, Battlefield Park Alliance Board of Trustees president, said that starting July 1 the visitor 

center will be open five days a week through Labor Day. The visitor center is currently open: 

• Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

• Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

• Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
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